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appointed in 982, was deposed in 984, and his successful
rival, Boniface VII (who had already appeared as a rival to
Benedict VI in 974), caused him to be murdered. Boniface
died in 985, and his successor, John XV, was under the thumb
of John. Crescentius, who took to himself the title of " patri-
cius," a title borne in olden days by the imperial governors
of Italy and later by the Frankish rulers after they had
delivered Rome from the Lombards. Theophano came to
Rome in 989, and asserted her imperial authority, nor was
her right to do so disputed; but she was content to leave
Crescentius as " patricius." After her death there was no
one to gainsay him, until John XV at last roused himself
to appeal to Otto III for help.

The appeal came as opportunely as that of John XII to Otto in's
Otto I in 960, and it gave the young king the excuse to pre- expedition
pare immediately for the journey on which he had set his to Italy
heart.    But hardly had he arrived in Italy at the beginning
of 996 when he received the news of John XV's death, and
the   request   that   he   would  nominate   a   successor.    The
Romans were frightened by his imposing army and dared
not risk another independent election.    Otto's choice fell Appoint-
upon Bruno, son of his cousin Otto of Carinthia,1 the first ^LIs
German to be Pope.    The appointment was thus unique, as Pope
and it was also dangerous.    The Romans resented a foreign
Pope even more than they did a foreign ruler, and Bruno,
who took the name of Gregory V, had neither age nor dis-
cretion to recommend him.    He was only 24 years old, which
may indeed have seemed a ripe age to the sixteen-year-old
king.    At any rate, Otto, filled with the sense of his imperial
mission, was blind to the realities of the position.    He came
to Rome, where his army was sufficient to force Crescentius
to submission, and was crowned Emperor by the Pope.    His
immediate purpose attained, with an ease that fatally misled
him, he returned to Germany to follow the dictates of his
romantic imagination.

His objective was Aix-la-Chapelle, the favourite residence
of Charlemagne and therefore the place which the new

1 This Otto had apparently recovered in 995, on the death of Henry the
Wrangler, the duchy of which he had been so unceremoniously dispossessed
in 983. Though he was himself treated as a mere pawn in German politics,
he has some claim to remembrance, for he was the father of a Pope and the
grandfather of Conrad II, the first of the Salian line of German Icings.